
October 13,2003 

Docket C1erkfU.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Deparunw~ of Transportation 
400 Sevmrb Street, S.W. 
Washingon, DC 20540 

Re: Msewk Lhe, Limited's Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Securiw Program Operating Agreements [MARA&ZO03-16248] - 

Dear Sir: 
I am writing to express strong support for Maersk Line, Limited's (MLL) request to 

transfer the mea Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreements from US. Ship 
Management NSSM). Ir is impor" to U.S.-flag shipping, national securiry, and &e stability 
and reliability of defense sealift for the Maritime Adminiswation (MARAD) to approve &e MLL 
applicalion. 

As a concemed citizen who has a deep respect for the US. Flag Maritime industry, I 
believe it is Vitally imponanT Thar this matter come to a close. T h e  crews on board these vcssds 
want - in facr need - certainty abour wha will be tfie vessel operator. Transfhing the vessel 
operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term certainty about crewing and the fi.~ture of 
the vessels in the prog" that are critical to rhe U.S.-fZag merchanr marine and national d e f a t  
sealift- 

MLL is a respected commercial operator br provides vi& assets and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift reqhxnenrs, including employment opportunities for seafarers. 
Smarnlining the management of the fifieen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is crincal IO military sealift and to improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminare duplrcative management structures and more closely integrate the 
managemenr of these vessels with that of M a d ' s  US.-flag fleet perfarming military missions. 

Transportation Comaad. This maner has been p b g  with the agency since November 2002. 
In the intervening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
hporrantly, both the House and the Senate bills, currently being debared in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitting aacrly rhe si" arrangement as soughr by MLL in its 
application to MARAD. Continued indecision on this matter will adversely impact seafarers, 
mihtary sealift, and the MSP program. 

After nearly eleven monrhs of debate, where all concerned have had an opportuaity u3 
review the issues, comment on the matter, and discuss with rhe Department and rhe agency, the 
rime has come to brhg this matter 10 closm. I strongly urge JblARAD to approve the 
application to rraasfer &e MSP operating agreements fiom USSM to MLL in order to bring 
stability and reliability back to MSP. 

The transfer applicarion has been srrongly supported by maririme labor and t he  U.S. 

Sincerely, QtJ"&l 

( S l w w e )  
(jt-tqLi I 

I -  
"e: ..& Lh-0  &\ ' 

Address: Y-4 5t3 -Jq ' A  W U *  
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October 13,2003 

Docket C1erW.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Deparmem of Transportation 
400 Seven& Street, S.W. 
Washingon, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited's Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements [MAJL4D-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
I am writing to express strong support for Maersk Line, Limited's (MLL) requesf to 

transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreements from US. Ship 
Management (USSM). Ir is important to U.S--€lag shipping, national securiry. and the stP?biIity 
and reliability of &f=nse sealift for the Maritime Adminisuation (MARAD) to approve b e  MLL 
applicaIion. 

AS a concerned citizen who has a deep respect for rfie US. Flag Maritime Industry, I 
believe it is VitaIIy impor" rhar this matter come to 8 close. The crews on board rhese vessds 
want - in fact need - certainty about who will be the vessel operator. Transf-g the vessel 
operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term certainty about crewing and the firure of 
the vessels in the progam tbat are critical to rhe U.S.-flag merchant marhe and national defense 
sealift- 

MLL is a respecrcd commsrcial operator rhat provides v i d  assers and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift rcquirmenrs, including employment opportunidtw for seafarers. 
Sn-eanlining the management of the fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSF 
fleet, is critical Io military sealift and to h-q"ed commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the appllcarion Will elhhare duplicative management structures and more closely integrate the 
managemem of these vessels with that of Maask's U.S.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transporration Command. This matter has been penci;lg with the agency since November 2002. 
In rhe intervening time, Congress bas made significant progress an a reauthorized MSP. 
Importantly, both the House and the Senate bills, currently being debar4 in a House-Senate 
conference, contain proVisions pem-rting aacrly rhe same arrungemenr as soughs by MLL in its 
application lo MARAD. Confinued indecision on chis matter will acfversrly impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

opportunity to 
review the issues, comment on the matter, and discuss witb rhbe Department and rhe agzncy, the 
rime has come to brhg this matrer 10 closure. I strongly urge M W  to approve the 

The transfer appIicaubn has been srrongIy supported by maritime labor aad rhe U.S. 

mer nearly eleven inonrhs o f  debare, where all concemed have had 
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Re: Maersk Lhe, Limited's Application for Approval of Propased Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements [hZARA&2003-16248] -3Dy 

Dear Sir: 
I am writing to express strong support for Maa-sk Liar, Limited's (MLL) request to 

transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreements from U.S. Ship 
Management (USSM). It is important to U.S--flag shipping, national securiry. and rhe stability 
and reliability o f  defense sealift for the Marithe Adminisuaton (MARAD) to approve she MLL 
applicarion. 

As a concerned citizen who has a deep respect for the US. Flag Maritime 1 d u ~ n - y ~  1 
believe it is Vitally imponam Thar this matter come 10 a close. The crews on hard  &est vcsscls 
want - in f'acr need - certainty about who will be the vessel operator. Transferring the vessel 
operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term certainty about crewing and the fime of 
the vessels in the progam that are cx%ical to the US.-flag merchant marine and narioaal defense 
sealift- 

MLL is a respecred commercial operator that provides v i a  asses and systems needed to 
meet defense sealifc requirmenrs, including employment opponuni ties for seafarers. 
Sueamlining the management of the fifreen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical TO military sealift and to improved commercial operations by M L L  Approval of 
the application will eliminare duplicative management structures and more closely integrate the 
management of these vessels With that of Maask's US-flag fleet performing military missions. 

The transfer applicauon has been smngly supported by maritime labor and she US. 
Transponation Command. This matter has been p b g  with the agency since November 2002. 
Ln rhe intervening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reaurhorized MSP. 
Importantly, both the House and the Senate bills, currensly being debar& in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permining uacrly rhe Same arrangemenr as soughr by MLL in its 
application ro MARAD. Continued indecision on rhis matter will adversely impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

Afkr nearly eleven monrhs of debate, where all concerned have had m opportunity ID 
review the issues, comment on the matter, and discuss with rhe D e p a r t "  and the agency, the 
rime has come to bring this matm IO closure. 1 strongly urge -MARAD to approve the 

stability and reliability back to MSP. 
application to m f e r  rhe MSP operating agreements from 



October 13,2003 

Docket C1erkAJ.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Departma of Transp.portasiop 
400 Seumrh Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Lhe, Limited’s Appkatioa for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements [hZQRA&2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
I am writing to express strong support for Maersk Line, Limited’s (h4LL) requcs~ to 

transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreements from US. Ship 
Management O]SSM). It is important to U.S.-flas shipping, national securiry. and rhe srability 
and reliability of defense sedift for The Maritime Adminisdon (MARAD) to approve the MLL 
applicaiion. 

As a concemed citizen who has a deep respect for the US. Flag Maritime Industry, I 
believe it is vitally imponam That this matter come to a close. The crews on board these vesssls 
want - in facr need - certainty about who will be the vessel operator. Transfizzing the vessel 
operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term cenxhty about craving and the fbture of 
the vessels in the pmgam that are crkkal to rhe U.S.-flag merchant marine and national defeast 
sealift- 

MLL is a respecizd commercial operator that provides viral assers md systems needed to 
meet defense sealift rtqllirmenrs, including employment opportuniries for seafarm. 
Srreanlining the management of the fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical 50 milirary sealifi and to improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminate duplicative management structures and mare cIosely integrate the 
managemenr of rhese vessds With that of Maask’s US.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transponation C o m d .  This matter has been pmbs with the agency since November 2002. 
In the intervening time, Congress bas made significant progress on a reaurhorized MSP. 
Importantly, both the House and rhe Senate bills, currently being debated in a House-Senate 
confermce, contain provisioas; permitting aacrly rhe same arrangemenr as sough1 by MLL io its 
qplicanon to MARAD. Continued indecision on rhis matter will adversely impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP progtam. 

appoaunity to 
review the issues, comment on the matter, and discuss with rbe Depamaent and rhe agzncy, the 
rime bas come to brhg this maner to closure. I strongly urge M W  to approve the 
appIicath TO rzik &E ?ASP operxixig a g e  
stability and reliability back to MSP. 

The transfer applicauon has been srrongly supported by maritime labor and &e US. 

Afrer nearly eleven inonrhs of  debare, where all concerned have had 



October 13,2003 

Docket C1erVU.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Deparunem of Transportazion 
400 S e w "  Sfrest, S.W. 
Washinpa, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited's Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements [MARA&2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
I am writing to expres strong support for Maersk Line, Limited's (MLL) request to 

transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreements from US. Ship 
Management WSSM). It is important to u.s.-aag shipping, national s e c ~ d y .  and rhe stability 
and reliability of defense Sealift for the Maritime Adminisrration W W )  to approve rhe MLL 
applicarion. 

As a concemed citizen who has a deep respect for the US. Flag Maritime Industry, I 
believe it is vitally imponml rhaf this matter come 10 a close. The crews on board &est VCSSCIS 
want - in fact need - certainty abour who will be the vessel operator. Transf-g the vessel 
operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term cmainry about crewkg and the funue of 
the vessels in the prdgam That are critical to The U.S.-flag merchant marine and national defease 
sealift. 

MLL is a respecred commercial operator that provide vital assets and systems needed to 
meef dtfcme sealift rcqukmenrs, including employment oppoftunirizs for seafarsts. 
Streanlining the management of the fifiecsn vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
ileet, is critical IO military sealift and to improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminare duplicative management structures and more closely integrate the 
managemen1 of these vessels with that of M a d ' s  US.-flag Deet performing military missions. 

The transfer applicarian has been snongly supported by rnaritime labor and &e U.S. 
Transportation Commaad. This matter has been pactins with tbe agency since November 2002. 
In rbe i a " i n g  time, congress has made significant progress on a redurhorized MSP. 
Importantly, both the House and the Senate bills, currently being debated in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitting aucrly rhe s i "  arrangemmt as soughr by MLL in its 
application to MARAD. Continued indecision on rh is  matter will adversely impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

\ \. . 

M e r  nearly eleven inonths of deb;rte, where all concerned have had 'an opportwity M 

time has come to bring this matter IO closure. 
appiication io srzsfei ;he MSP opeming q r  
stabiiicy and reliability back to MSP. 
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Docket C1erW.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Deparanem of Transportation 
400 Sevmrh Street, s. W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited's Application for Approval of Propased Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements [MARAJX2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
I arn writing to express strong suppart for Maersk Line, Limited's (NLL) request to 

transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating ageemears from U.S. Ship 
Management (USSM). It i s  important to U.S.-€lag shipping, national security. a d  rbc sai l i ty  
and reliability of defiase sealie for the Marithx? Adminismition (MARAD) to approve rbe MLL 
app licarion. 

4.s a concerned citizen who has a deep respect for the US. Flag Maritime industry, 1 
believe it is Vitally imponan1 That this marter come 10 a close. The crews on board these vcsscls 
want - in facr need - certainty about who will be the vessel operator, Transfbxing the vessel 
operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term certainty about crming and the fiture of 
the vessels in the program that are critical to f i e  U.S.-flag merchant marine and narioaal dcfease 
sealift. 

M U  js a respecled commsrcial operator tbar provides viral assers md systems needed to 
meet defense sealift r c q k e n r s ,  including employment opportunides for seafarm. 
Sn-esunlining the management o f  the f i f r e a  vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical IO milirary sealift and fo improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminate duplicative management structures and more closely integrate the 
managemenr of these vessels with that o f  M a d ' s  U.S.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transportation Cowand. This matter has been pm&g with the agency since November 2002. 
Zn rhe intervening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
Importantly, both the House and the Senate bills, currently being debated in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitting aacri) rhe ~ a m e  arrangement as sought by MLL in its 
application TO hL4RAD. Continued indecision on rh is maner will adversely impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

M e r  nearly eleven inonrhs of  debate, where all concerned have had an opportunity to 
review the issues, comment on the matter, and ducusr with h e  Department and she agzncy, the 
rime has come to bring this matrer ro closure. I strongly urge M W  to approve h e  
appiicaticm io m z s f i z  &e MSP opeisthg agreeman fior;z USSM :o 
stability and reliability back to MSP. 

The transfer applicauon has been strongly supported by maxirime labor and rhe U.S. 

iri =:de: E Sriag 

Name: 
Address: 



October 23,2003 

Docket Clerk/U.S. DOT Dockets 
Roam PL-401, Nassif Building 
Depamcaem of Transportation 
400 Sevwrb Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20390 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited's Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer af 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements [MARA&2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
I am writing to express strong support for Maersk Line, Limited's (MLL) requesf to 

transfer the M e e n  Maritime Security P r o w  (MSP) operating ageemem from US. Ship 
Management (USSM). Zr is important to fJ-S.-flag shipping, national security. and &e srability 
and reliability of defense sralifi for the Maritime Adminismion (MARAD) to approve &e MLL 
applicarion. 

As a concerned citizen who has a deep respect for the US. Flag Maritime Industry7 I 
believe it is vitally imponam rbar ms matter come 10 a close. The crews on board these V~SSCIS 
want - in facr need - certainty about who will be the vessel operator. Transfixring tbe vessel 
openring agreements to MLL provides the long-term certainty about crewing and the fiture of 
the vessels in the program That are critical to rhe U.S.-flag merchant marine and national defense 
sealift. 

MLL is a respecred comercia1 operator rhar provides vital assets md systems needed to 
meer defense sealift requiremars, including employment opportunities for seafarers. 
Streamlining the management of the fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical io milinry sealifi and fa improved commercial operations by M U .  Approval of 
the application will diminare duplicative management structures and more closely integrare the 
managemem of these vessels with that of M a d ' s  US.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transportation Command. This matter has been pmd.h$ with the agency since November 2002. 
In the intervening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reaurhorked MSP. 
Imponantly, both the House and the Senate bills, currently being debared in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions perminkg emcrly rhe ~ a m e  arrangement as sough by MLL in its 
application ro MARAD. Continued indecision on chis matter will adversely impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

Afrer nearly eleven inonrhs o f  debate, where all concerned have had an opportunity M 
review the issues, comment on the maaer, and discuss with rhe Depamnent and the agzncy, the 
time has come to bring this matw to closwe. I strongly urge M W  to approve rhe 
appIlcaticm it m.~nsfer the MSP opeming ageemem 5 o a  USSM :e ?dLL i . ~  crdsr 
stability and reliability back to MSP. 

Sincerely, 

The transfer applicaribn has been srrongly supported by -rime labor and rhe U.S. 

b r i ~ g  

Q 



October 13,2003 

Docket C1erW.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Deparanem of Transportation 
400 Sevmrb Street, S.W. 
Washingon, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited's Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements [MARAD-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
I am writing to express strong suppart for Maersk Line, timixed's (MLL) requesf to 

transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreemenrs from US. Ship 
Management (USSM). Ir is important to u.s.-fhg shipping, national securiry, znd the stability 
and reliabiIity of clefwe sealift for the Maritime Adminisuation ('MARAD) to approve be MLL 
applicarion. 

AS a concerned citizen who has a deep respect for the US. Flag Maritime Industry, I 
believe it is vitally imponanr rhar this matter come lo a close. The crews on board &ese vcsscls 
want - in fact need - certainty abour who will be the vessel operator. Transf-g the vessel 
operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term certainty about crewing and the fiture of 
the vessels in the p r o m  that are critical to rhe US-flag merchant marine 2nd national defease 
sealift. 

MLL is a respecxcd commercial operator that provides vital assas md systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requkemenrs, including employment opponluriues for seahers. 
Sa-emlining the management of the fifrem vessels, which represem nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical io military sealift and to improved commercid operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminare duplicative management structures and more closely integrate the 
managemem of rhtse vessels with that of M a d ' s  US.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transponatian Comaad. This matter has been pendins with the agency since November 2002. 
La the intervening time, Congress has made significant progress on a raurhorized MSP. 
Importantly, both the House and the Senate bills, currently being debar4 in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitting amly rhe same arrangemenr as soughr by MLL in its 
application to MARAD. Continued indecision on &is matter will adversely impact seafarers, 
mihtary sealift, and the MSP program. 

After nearly eleven inonrhs of debate, where all concerned have had *an oppomnity to 
review the issues, comment on the maaer, and discuss witb rhe Depmenr  and the agcncy, the 
r i m e  has come to brhg this matler 10 closure. I strongly urge MARAD to approve the 
appIicaticm lo sr&fer the MSP opexthg ageemem f i ~ m  U S S M  :c MLL ;C order tc 5izg 

The transfer applicauon has been srrongly supported by &rime labor and rhe U.S. 

stability and reliability back to MSP. 
Sincerely, 
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Docket C1erW.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
D e p m m r  of TranspEponaTion 
400 S e w ”  Street, S.W. 
Washingon, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited’s Application for Approval of Propased Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements [MARA&2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
I am writing to express strong support for Maersk Line, Limited‘s (MLL) request to 

transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreements from US. Ship 
Management (USSM). It is important to u.s.-flag shipping, national securiry, and rbe stability 
and reliability of defense sealift for the Maxihe  Adminisuation ( M W )  to approve rbe MLL 
app licar ion. 

GS a concerned citizen who has a deep respect for the US. Flag Maritime Industry, I 
believe it is vitally impnanr rhar UIis matter come Io 8 close. The crews on bawd rhese vessds 
want - in facr need - certainty abour who will be the vessel operator. Transfixring rbe vessel 
operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term cenainty about crewing and the funrre of 
the vessels in the program that are Critical to rhe U.S.-flag merchant marine and narional defease 
sealift- 

MLL is a respected commercial operator that provides v i d  assers and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requiremenis, including employment opponunities for seafarers. 
Srreamlining the management of the fifrem vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSF 
fleet, is critical 10 miliitary sealifi and to improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminare duplicative management structures and more closely integrate the 
managemenr of these vessels with that of M a d ’ s  cT.S.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transportation Command. This mmer has been pending with the agency since November 2002. 
In the irltervening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
Importantly, both the House and the Senate bills, currently being debared in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions pemitthg wcacrly rhe Same arrungemenr as soughr by MLL in its 
application fo MARAD. Continued indecision an rhis matter will adversely impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

After nearly eleven monrhs of debate, where all concerned have had -m oppoaynity KO 
review the issues, comment on tbe matser, and discuss with h e  Department and the agency, the 
Cime has come to brhg this matter TO closure. I strongly urge MARAD to approve rhe 
application to m f e r  b e  MSP operating agreements from USSM io MLL in order to bring 
stability and reliabiliry back to MSP. 

The transfer applicauon has been srrongly supported by maritime labor and rhe U.S. 

Sincerely, 
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Docket C1erldU.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-40 1, Nassif Building 
Deparnnmr of Transportation 
400 Sevmrb Street, S.W. 
Washingcon, DC 20590 

Re: Msersk Lhe, Limited's Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements [lbl.Ak4l3-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
I am writing to express strong support for Maersk Line, Limited's (MLL) request to 

transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreements from U.S. Ship 
Management (USSM). Ir i s  important to US.-flag shipping, national security, and rbe srability 
and reliability of defense sealift for rhe Maritime Adminisuation (MARAD) to approve &e MLL 
applicar ion. 

As a concerned citizen who has a deep respect for the US. Flag Maritime Industry, I 
believe it is vitally imponam That this matter come to a close. The crews on board rhese vcsscls 
want - in facr need - certainty about who will be the vessel operator. Transfaxing the vessel 
opaating agreements to M U  provides the long-term certainty about crewing and the fume of 
the vessels in the program tbar are critical to the U.S.-flag merchant marine and narional defense 
sealift 

MLL is a respected commercial operator rhar provides viwl asseu and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requkatenrs, including employment opportuniucs for seafarers. 
Streamlining the management of the fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical IO military sealifc and fa improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminate duplicative management structures and more closely integrate the 
managemenr of these vessels With that of Maask's U.S.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transportation Command. This maner has been pendi~g with tbc agency since November 2002. 
In rhe intervening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
Importantly, both the House and the Senate bills, currently being debated in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permiming aacri) rhe same arrangement as soughr by MLL in its 
application ro MARAD. Conenued indecision an Ehis matter will adversely impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP progtam. 

After nearly eleven monrhs of debate, where all concerned have had an opportunity u, 
review the issues, comment on the matter, and discuss with h e  Department and the agzncy, the 
r ime has come to bring this matter io  closure. I 
application to "fer rhe MSP operathg a 
stability and reliability back to MSP. 

The transfer applicauon has been srrongly supported by maririme labor and rhe U.S. 

"e :  

Address: 
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Docket Clerk/U.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Departmax of Transportarion 
400 S e w ”  Street, S.W. 
Washinsou, DC 20590 

Re: Msersk Line, Limited’s Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements [lMARAJl-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
r am writing to express strong support for Mae-& Line, Limired’s (MLL) request to 

transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreements from US. Ship 
Management (USSM). 11 is important to U.S.-flag shipping, national security, and rbe stability 
and reliability of defense sealift for the Maritime Adminissration (MARAD) to approve the MLL 
app licar ion. 

As a concerned citizen who has a deep respect for the US. Flag Maritime Industry, I 
believe it is Vitally imponan1 That this matter come 10 a close. The crews on board &ese VCSSC~S 

want - in facr need - certainty about who will be the vessel operator. Transfag the vessel 
operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term certainty about crewing and the firure of 
the vessels in the progam That are critical to rht: US-flag merchant marhe and narional defease 
sealift 

MLL is a respecred commercial operator rhat provides vital assas and systems needed to 
meet defmse sealift require“, including employment opportunities for seafarers. 
Streamlining the management of the fifreen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical io military sealift and fa improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminare duplicative management structures and more closely integrate the 
management of these vessels with that of Mask’s  U.S.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transportation C o m d .  This matter has been pending with the agency since November 2002. 
In the intervening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reaushorized MSP. 
Importantly, both the House and the Senate bills, currenrly being debawd in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitting aacrly rhe Same arrongement as suughr by MLL in its 
application to MARAD. Conrinued indecision on rhis matter wiU adversely impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

Afrer nearly eleven m o n h  of debare, where all concerned have had an opportunity to 
review the issues, comment on the matter, and discuss with rbe Department and rhe agency, the 
r ime has come to bring this matter IO closure. I strongly urge MAlUD to approve rhe 
application to rransfer &e MSP operating agreements from USSM to MLL in order to bring 
stability and reliability back to MSP. 

The transfer applicarion has been strongly supported by maririme labor and rhe U.S. 

Name 
Address: b 237- 

Pi 333/? 



October 13,2003 

Docket Clerk/U.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Departmen1 of Transportation 
400 S e w "  Street, S.W. 
WashinDon, DC 20590 

Re: Msersk Line, Limited's Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements [MARQD-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
I am writing to express strong support for Maersk Line, Limited's WLL) requesr to 

transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreements kom US. Ship 
Management (USSM). Ir i s  important to U.S--flag shipping, national securiry, and &e stability 
and reliability of de fme  sealifi for rhe Maritime Adminismuon (MARAD) io approve rbe MLL 
applicarion. 

& a concemed citizen who has a deep respect for the US. Flag Maritime industry, 1 
believe it is vitally imponan1 rhar this matter come KO a close. The crews on board these VCSSC~S 

want - in fact need - certainty abour who wiU be the vessel operator. Transfixring the vessel 
operating agreements to M U  provides the long-term certainty about crewing and the future of 
the vessels in the progam That are critical to rhe U-S--flag merchaut marine and national defwe 
sealifi- 

MLL is a respected commercial operator that provides viral asseIs and systems needed to 
meet defense seali fc requiremenrs, including employment oppontuaities for seafares. 
Sneamlining the management of the fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical To milirary sealift and to improved commercial operations by M U .  Approval of 
the application will eliminate duplicative management structures and more closely integrate the 
managemenr of these vessels with that of Mamk's US.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transporration Command. This maner has been pendins with the agency since November 2002. 
la rhe intervening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reaurhorized MSP. 
Importantly, both the Houac and the Senate bills, currently being debared in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitting aacrly rhe Same arrangement as soughr by MLL in its 
application to MARAD. Continued indecision on rh is matter will adversely impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

m e r  nearly eleven m n b  o f  debate, where all concerned have had an opportunity TO 

review the issues, comment on the matter, and discuss with be Depamnent and rhe agzncy, the 
rime has come to bnng this matra 10 closure. I strongly urge h4ARAD to approve h e  
application to rraasfer rhe MSP operating agreements from USSM io MLL in order to bring 
stability and reliability back to MSP. 

The m f e r  applicauon has been srrongly supported by maririme labor and rhe  U.S. 

-. 2\ ky Sincerely, ' ,&b,y\, t,\b $& 
z (Signature) 

Name: Lbd+,zg fiI&S 'fws 



October 13,2003 

Docket C1erW.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
D e p m e m  of Transportation 
400 SevenTh Street, S.W. 
Washingon, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Lhe, Limited's Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements [MARAD-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
I am writing to express strong support for Maersk Line, Limited's (h4LL) request fo 

transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreemenrs from U.S. Ship 
Management (USSM). It i s  important to US.-flag shipping, national securiry. and &e stability 
and reliability of defense sealift for the Maritime Adminisuation (MARAD) to approve rbc MLL 
applicarion. 

beIieve it is vitally imponam Thar fhis matter come Io a close. The crews on board rhese vcsssIs 
want - in fact need - certainty about who will be the vessel operator. Trmfisrring the vessel 
operating agreements to M U  provides the long-term certainty about crewing and the future of 
tbe vessels in the p r o w  tbat are critical to h e  U.S.-flag merchant marhe and n d n o d  defense 
sealift 

MLL is a respected commercial operator that provides vital asses and systems needed to 
meet defense sealifc requkmenrs, including employment opportunitim for seafarers. 
Streamlining the management of the fifieen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of tbe MSP 
fleet, is critical 10 military sealift and ta improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminate duplicative management structures and m o e  closely integrate the 
management of these vessels with that of M a d ' s  US.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

The transfer applicauon has been srrongly supported by maritime labor and rhe U.S. 
Transportation Command. This matter has been pending with the agency since November 2002. 
In the intervening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
Importantly, both the House and the Senate bills, currenrly being debwed in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitting mocrly rhe sume arrangemenr as soughr by MLL in its 
application to MARAD. Conthued indecision on h i s  matter will adversely impact seafaren, 
milnary sealift, and the MSP program. 

Mer nearly eleven monrhs of debate, where all concerned have had an opportuaity to 
review the i sms ,  comment on the ma#er, and discuss with h e  Department and the agency, the 
cime has come to bring this matter to closure. i strongly urge 
application to nansfer rhe MSP operating agreements from USSM to MLL in order M bring 
stability and reliability back to MSP. 

As a concemed citizen who has a deep respect for the US. Flag Maritime industry, I 

to approve The 

/ fpMOd Sincerely, 
(%=we) 

" e  : Rc*!,y $4 L, r )$&4 < D - 
Address: / v  k_r hC;- /e&& 



October 13,2003 

Docket C1erW.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
D e p m a r  of Transportation 
400 Sevmrb Street, S.W. 
Washingma, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited's Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements [MARA&2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
I am writing to express strong support for Maersk Line, Limited's (MLL) request to 

transfer the fIfleen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreements from US. Ship 
Management (USSM). It is important to u.S.-flag shipping, national se~ur i~y ,  md rbe subility 
and reliability o f  defwe sealie for the Maritbe Adrainisrration (MARAD) to approve &e MLL 
applicarion. 

AS a concemed citizen who has a deep respect for the US. Flag Maritime Industry, I 
believe it is vitally imponanr Thar this matter come 10 a close. The crews on board rhese VCSSCIS 
want - in facr need - certainty abouc wha will be the vessel operator. Tra,usf&ring the vessel 
operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term cenainty about crewing and the funue of 
the vessels in the program that are critical to f i e  US.-flag merchant marine and national defease 
sealift. 

MLL is a respecrcd commercial operator that provides viul assers slnd systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requiremenrs, including employment opportuniues for seafams. 
Sneamlining the management of the fifken vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is crirical 10 military sealift and to improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminate duplicative management structures and more closely intepTe the 
managemenr of rhtse vessels with that of M a d ' s  U.S.-fl.ag fleet performing military missions. 

Transponation Command. This matter has been pencling with the agency since November 2002. 
the intervening time, Congress bas made significant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 

Importantly, both the House and the Senate bills, cwrendy being debared in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitting wracriy rhe same arrangement as saughr by MLL ia its 
application to MARAD. Continued indecision on this matter will adversely impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

M e r  nearly eleven inonrhs of debate, where all concerned have had an opportunity u) 
review the issues, comment on the maner, and discuss with rhe Department and the agzncy, the 
rime has come to bring this maner 10 closure. I strongly urge M . W  io approve rhe 
appijcaricla io irzisfei &e MSP operzrilng a g e  
stability and reliability back to MSP. 

The transfer applicauan has been srrongly supported by marit ime labor and rhe U.S. 

N " 

"e: 

Address : 



October 13,2003 

Docket C1erkAJ.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Depamnenr of Transportation 
400 Sevmrh Street, S.W. 
Washingoa, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Lhe, Limited’s Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements [MARAD-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
I am writing to express strong support for Maersk Line, Limited‘s (MLL) request to 

transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreements from U.S. Ship 
Management (USSM). Ir i s  important to u.s.-fhg shipping, national securiry, and rhe stability 
and reliability of defme sealift for ?he Maritime Adminisuaton (MARAD) to approve rbe M L L  
applicarion. 

As a concemed citizen who has a deep respect for the U.S. Flag Maritime Industry, 1 
beIieve it is vitally imporranr Thsr this matter come to a close. The crews on board &est vess~ls 
want - in facr need - certainty about who will be the vessel operator. Transfming the vessel 
operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term certainty about crewing and the fume of 
the vessels in the program that are crkical to h e  US-flag merchant marine and narional defense 
sealift- 

MLL is a respected commercial operator that provides viral assets and systems needed to 
meet dcfense sealift reqrlirrmenrs, including employment opponunities for seafarrrs. 
Streamlining the management of the fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical IO military sealifr and to improved commercial operations by MLL, Approval of 
the application Will elimhre duplicative management structures and more closely integrate the 
managemenr of these vessels with that of Maask’s US.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transportation Command. This matter has been pending with the agency since November 2002. 
h the intervening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reduIhori2ed MSP. 
Importantly, both the H o w  and the Senate bills, currently being debar& in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitting mmdy the same arrangemen? as soughr by MLL in its 
application to MARAD. Conthued indecision on rhis matter will adversely impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

M e r  nearly eleven monrhs of debate, where all concemed have had an opportunity UI, 
review the issues, comment on the matter, and discuss with he Department and rhe agency, the 
cime has come to brhg this matm to closure. I strongly urge MARAD to approve rhe 
application to m f e r  the MSP operating agreements fiom USSM io MLL in order fo bring 

The transfer applicarion has been srrongly supported by maririme labor md rhe U.S. 

I - -  

u p &  
stability and reliability back to MSP. 

Sincerely, . 

“e:  



October 13,2003 

Docket Clerk/U.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Deparmrem of Transpanation 
400 Sevmrh Street, S.W. 
Washingon, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited's Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements [MARA@2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
I am writing to express strong support for Maersk Line, Limited's (MLL) request TO 

transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreements &om U.S. Ship 
Management (USSM). Is is importanr to U-S--fhg shipping, national securiry. and &e srability 
and reliability of defense sedifi for the Maritime -4dmlnisdOn @fm) to approve the MLL 
applicaIion. 

AS a concemed citizen who has a deep respect for the US. Flag Maritime Industry, 1 
begeve it is vitally imponan1 That Ws matter come to a close. The crews on board rhese VESSSIS 
want - in facr need - certainty abour who will be the vessel operator. Transfmin~ the vessel 
operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term certainty about crewing and the firture of 
the vessels in the prdgam 7hat are critical to the U.S.-flag merchant marine and national defense 
sealift. 

MLL is a respecred camtilercia1 operator that provides viral assets a d  systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requirmenrs, including employment opportuniues for seafarrrs. 
Sl rewhing  the management of the fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical to military sealifi and to improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will elbinare duplicative management swctures and mort? closely integrate the 
managemenr of these vessels with that of M a d ' s  US.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transporration Command. This matter has been pending with the agency since November 2002. 
Ti b e  intervening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
Importantly, both the House and the Senate bills, currently being debated in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitting exacrly rhe sume arrangement as soughr by MLL in its 
application to MARAD. Conthued indecision on rhis matter will adversely impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

After nearly eleven inonrhs o f  debate, where all concerned have had an opportunity M 
review the issues, comment on the maaer, and di,scuss with rhe Department and the agency, the 
t ime has come to bring this matler 10 closure. I strongly urge M@AD to approve the 
applicaticril io masfer  ti^ MSP operathg agremems h s " u  USSM :a MIL izi crds: t~ bricg 
stability and reliability back to MSP. 

The rransfer application has been srrongly supported by &rime labor and rhe U.S. 

Sincerely, &&L- 
Name : ( ~ d o q  Rob<i+sdd 
Address : l ( x  &!b c$ws'b 



October 13,2003 

Docket C1erW.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Deparuna~ o f  Transportation 
400 Sevmrb Street, S.W. 
Washingon, DC 20590 

Re: Msersk Lhe, Limited's Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements [MARAS2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
I am writing to express strong suppart for Maersk Line, Limited's (MLL) request to 

transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreements from US. Ship 
Management (USSM). IF i s  important to U.S.-flag shipping, national secUriry, and rhe stability 
and reliability of d e f w e  sealift for the Maritime Admiaisuation (MARAD) to approve the MLL 
applicarion. 

AS a concemed citizen who has a deep respect for the US. Flag Maritime Industry, 1 
believe it is vitally imporram That l3& matter come 10 a close. The crews on bard rhese vessels 
want - in kcr need - certainty about who will be the vessel operator. Transferring the vessel 
operating agreements to MLL psovides the long-term certainty about craving and the fimture of 
the vessels in the progam tbat are critical to LIK U.S.-flag merchant marbe and nanonal defense 
sealift- 

MLL is a respecred commercial operator that provides viral assess and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requkmenrs, including employment opportunities for seafarers. 
Sn-emlining the management of the fifreen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of tbe MSP 
fleet, is critical IO military sealift and to improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminate duplicative management structures and more closely integrate the 
managemenr of these vessels with that of M a d ' s  U.S.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transportation Commaad. This matter has been penCtins with the agency since November 2002. 
In the intervening time, COR~TWS has made significant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
Importantly, both the House and the Senate bills, currently being debar& in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permithg aarrly rhe same arrangemenr as saughr by MLL in its 
application to MARAD. Continued indecision on his matter will adversely impact seafarers, 
miLtary sealift, and the MSP program. 

After nearly eleven monrhs of debate, where all concerned have had an opportunity u, 
review the issues, comment on the maaer, and discuss with rbe Department and the agzncy, the 
rime has come to brhg this matter TO closure. I strongly urge MAR- to approve the 
application to uansfer the MSP operating agreements from U 
stability and reliability back to MSP. 

The rransfer applicarion has been srrongly supported by mzirime labor and rhe U.S. 

Sincerely, 
iJ 

! (Signature) 

Nii3ne: f i-45 Lh*Sk 
Address: q/  e#$? "nie - 5-:7 ('4- 

333.39 



October 13,2003 

Docket C1erWU.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PI.-401, Nassif Building 
Deparrmmr of Transportation 
400 Sevmnrb Street, S.W. 
Washingcon, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited's Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements [hzARAR-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
I am writing to express strong support for Maersk Line, Limited's (MLL) requesr to 

transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Program V S P )  operating agreements from U.S. Ship 
Management (USSM). It i s  important to U-S--flag shipping, national security, aad rhe sr&ility 
and reliability of defense sealift for the Maritbe Adminisrration (MARAD) to approve she MLL 
applicar ion. 

As a concemed citizen who has a deep respect for the US. Flag Maritime industry, I 
believe it is Vitally importam Tbar this matter come 10 a close. The crews on board rhese vcsssI~ 
want - in facr aezd - certainty about who will be the vessel operator. Trans fag  the vessel 
operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term certainty about crewing and the firture of 
the vessels in the program that are crhical to &e US-flag merchant marine and national defeasc 
sealift. 

MLL is a respecizd commercial operator that provides viwl assers md systems needed to 
meet defense sealift rcquiraenrs, including employment opportunities for seafarers. 
Suezzlalining the management of the fifieen vessds, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical io military sealift and fo improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminare duplicative management structures and more closely integrate the 
management of these vessels with that of Maask's US.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transportation Command. This marter has been pmdin~ with the agency since November 2002. 
In the intervening time, Congress bas made significant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
Importantly, both the House and the Senate bills, currently being debaed in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitting aacr(Y rhe same arrangement as sou& by MLL in its 
application ta MARAD. Continued indecision on chis matter will adversely impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP progam. 

M e r  nearly eleven months of  debate, where all concerned have had an opportunity TO 

review the issues, comment on @e matter, and discuss wi 
r ime has come to bring this matter 14 closure. I stron 
application 10 rmsfei ihe MSP opemhg agcemezirs 
stability and reliability back to MSP. 

The transfer applicarian has been srrongly supported by maritime labor and the U.S. 

nt and the agzncy, the 

Name: 
Address: 



October 13,2003 

Docket C1erUU.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Departmar of Transpartarion 
400 Sevmrb Street, S.W. 
Washingon, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited's Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer af 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements [MARA&2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
I am writing to express strong suppart for Maask Line, Limited's (MLL) request to 

transfer the meen Maritime Security Program WSP) operating agreements from U.S. Ship 
Management (USSM). It is important to U.S.-flag shipping, national securiry, and &e srability 
and reliability of d e f a e  sealift for rhe Maritime Adminisdon (MARAD) to approve &e MLL 
applicarion. 

As a concerned citizen who has a deep respect for the U.S. Flag Maritime Industry, 1 
believe it is vitally imponan1 Thar this matter come 'lo a close. The mews on hard  rhese vcssds 
want - in facr need - certainty about who will be the vessel operator. Transferring the vessel 
operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term certainty about crewing and the future of 
the vessels in the program that are critical to the US--flag merchant marine and narional defense 
sealift. 

MLL is a respected commercial operator that provides viral assets and systems needed to 
meer defense sealift reqrlirmenrs, including employment opportunities fix seafarers. 
Streamlining the management of the fifrectn vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical IO mWaty sealifi and ta improved commercial operations by M U .  Approval of 
the application will eliminare duplicative management structures and more closely integrate the 
management of these vessels with that of M a d ' s  US.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transportation Command. This matter has been pencling with the agency since November 2002. 
Zn rhe intervening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reaurhorhed MSP. 
Importantly, both the House and the Senate bills, currenrly being debar4 in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions p e b n i n g  emcrfy rhe same arrangement as sough by MLL in its 
application to W. Canthued indecision on chis matter will adversely impact seafarers, 
mibtary sealift, and the MSP program. 

Afrer nearly eleven months of debate, where all concerned have had an opportunity u) 
review the issues, commenr on the matter, and &cuss with &e Department and the agzncy, the 
h e  has come to bnng this matrer TO closure. I strongly urge M W  to approve rhe 

The transfer applicauon has been srrongly supported by maritime labor and rhe U.S. 

application to m f e r  the MSP operating agreements from LJSSM to MLL 
stability and reliability back to MSP. , 


